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Three for Tonight-Ply 
mout e Pau egory 


presents a diversion in 
song and dance with Marge 
and Gower Champion, Berry 
Belafonte and the "Voices” 
of Walter Schumann. 


The Comp] exe 
Cort „ Gayle Styne pre- 
sents comedy by Leslie Ste 
vens with Donald Cook,Polly 


Bergen and Jehn Dall, 
Future Dates 


Meet ‘the People-Cafe 
Theatre 4/13..eAnkles Aweigh 
-Hellinger 4/18..,Al1 for 
Qne-Playhouse 4/19. Guys 
and Dolls-City Center 
oeeInherit the Wind-Nation- 
41 4/21.eePhoenix *65-4/23 
„he Honeys-Longacre 4/28 
„South Paof 10- Contor 
67/4. „„Denn Yankee-46th St 
5/6. Pinien'e Rainbow 6/28 
eeeSeventh Heaven-ANTA 6/26 
Pleasure Des- 5/27. Alnert 
Crazy-De Lys 6/1 


Tryout Dates 


Denn Yankee- Besten 4/12 
eseSeventh Heaven-New Haven 
4/16,Philadelphia 4/26, 
Boston 5/10. 


Summer Issues of “C.D.” 


Summer issues of C. D. 
will cover tryouts of new 
plays in Eastern summer 
theatres as reported in 
local dailies,trade jour 
nals and via personal in- 
spections. Plus other feat- 
ures. 


Bus St Seeend visit by Watts,Post, to Bus Stop re- 
minds critic t he should have applauded more than he did 
in his opening night notice for the fine performances turned 
in by Phyllis Leve and Crahan Danton. latter as the cowhand 
turns in one of the most appealing cheracterizations of 
the shows 


ANTA Albua-Closed TV 


Generally attendance was lower than expected in the 
Sl theatres across the country which showed the olesed TV 
circuit “Amta Aber 4/28 telecast fram NY Adelphi Theatre, 
An estimated $400,000 was raised for benefit of ANTA and CAB, 
about half the total anticipated. At Adelphi tickets ranged 
from $100 to $3, esther theatres from $10 to $2. 


Chapmen, News, enjoyed show,especially “Two's Cempeny”™ 
sketeh with Michael Mann and David Burns, and Saroyan's “A 
Chris taas Show™ with Helen Hayes, Walker, News,panned show 
as a mish-mash and a poor example of Broadway standards. 
Kilgallen, Journal Mmerican, bets it would have made more 
money for sponsers if dons on “pay as you ge TV",if that 
system were set uw now, Bad ticket coordination and blurry 
TV images were major complaints of Hellinger, Variety. 


Theatre Abreea: 


Moscow theatre fans can see 70 plays this season,re- 
ports Deniel,Times, All theatres are repertory and are . 
der obligation to pay their own way, As 4 result successful 
plays are never dropped. Leng runs by repertory groups in- 
olude The Blue Bird, Othello, Pygmalion. Of 70 plays,40 are 
revivals, Hit of new season is a new version of Hemlet. 


Paris theatre visitors will find plenty of London and 
New York hits playing at French city's seventy playhouses, 
explains Curtiss,Herald Tribume, Only translated failure of 
season was The Men Who Came to Dinner. Arthur Miller's 
The Crucible is town's newest best seller. 


First Best Ten of Season 


MoClain, Journal American,selects as his faverite ten 
of season bas tas ia, Bed Seed, Bus Stop,Cat on A Hot Tin 
Roof,Plain and Fansy, Silk Stockings, Desperate Hours, in- 
maker, Saint of Bleecker Street, Wituess for Prosecution. 
Also an honorable mention to The Living Roam, 
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Theatre tickets te Seven Year Itech can 
now be ordered by mail on a clarge it system. 
Producers Burr & Nugent allow playgoers to 
order tickets now and be billed later. Tele- 
phone reservations are not accepted, Producers 
report an inorease in mail orders since the 
new system has been announced. Alse in a move 
to make theatre tickets easier to obtain, the 
NY Citizens Union is drafting a bill for the 
NY City Couneil which would set up a theatre 
caunission to take over all the present powers 
of the commissioner of licenses in relation to 
ticket brokers and theatres. The purpose of the 
proposed five man board would be to ourb ticket 
speculations 


Plays 


Saint of Bleecker St, Master Builder and 

Once Over Lightly closed,.,The Hoeys shifted 
debut to April 28,adding an extra two weeks in 
Washington to road toures."27 Wagons Full of 
Cotton” by Tennessee Williams, Paul Draper and 
Trouble in Tahiti are included in All In One 
due April 19 at Playhouse...Sean 0 Casey's Red 
Roses for Me will be presented Oct 20 by Gord- 
on Pollockee.Theatre Guild will present Bea ven- 
ly Twins, Louis Kronenberger's adaption of H= 

6 usson's play, in Oot with Jean Pierre Au- 
mont starred...mce a Tailor has picked 
May 2 as its opening date...tyrone Power will 
star in A Quiet Place, a play by Julian Claman, 
next Fall. 


Players 


Helen Traubel will star in Rodgers 4 Hame- 
erstein's Pipe Dream due to open in Dee. dune 
Walker has replaced Mary Finney in The Honeys 
„alter Matthau will portray Nathan 
in City Center's ort am Dolls. . Gsor ge Cukor 
will portray a lea e Chalk Garden due in 
ot. . „ Oer ge Abbott will play Mr. Antrobus in 


The Skin of Our Teeth production in Paris June 
— 7 de 


Summer Playhouses 


Grist Mill Playhouse, Andover, N. J. has been 
leased for sumer by Paton Price and Michael 
alley Forge Music Cirous,NJ, will open 
June 25..eSomerset Playhouse, Nase, to be rum by 
John J McAvoy opening June 27.. Musicarnival, 
Cleveland, opens June 10 with Kiss Me Hate, 
Rodgers & Hammerstein staff must approve all 
players used in summer productions of South 
Pacfic. 


Other Broadways 


Plain and Faney seeond company will be 
presented a 7 Angeles Civic Opera this 
sunmer..eBritish Parliament planning to app- 
rove budget for national theatre...dmeriocan 


Shakespeare Festival Theatre and Acadeny has 
nemed Denis Carey artistie director. 


Theatre Film Notes 


"Bell,Book and Candle” will be filmed 
by Phoenix CorpeeeFilm version of Seven 
Year Itoh“ due to be released in July by 
20th Century For has been switched. Picture 
cannot be released while show is still rum 
ning in HM. „ 20th Century F ox plans to 
make film version of “Bus Stop“ this sum- 
more Caapany also has film rights to Des- 
perate Hours" and “Ankles Aweigh.” 


Theatre Record Notes 


RCA will release Saint of Bleecker 
street original cast album prior to May 18 
WEC TV production. 


Theatre Book Notes 


"Who Could Ask for Anything More™ 
by Bthel Merman, “as song to Pete Martin” 
to be published by Doubleday... The Minsky 
Story“ by Morton Minsky and Rowland Barber 
to be published 00n. Those Were Actors“ 
by George Ford covers two famous English 
theatre families The Chapmans ami the Drakes. 


Theatre TV-Radio Notes 


CBS TV considering "Broadway Tryouts" 
show which would present auditions for 
theatrical vehicles. Preview show featured 
WaeHamnerstein considering talent for City 
Center's South Paef 10% „CBS TV Ganibus pre- 
sented Homer's ad April S...NBC TV plans 
to present Peter Pan again at Christmas,and 
will pay Barrie estate $100,000 for 3 more 
presentations...WNYC Boek Festival features 
Walter & Jean Kerr discussing "How to Read 
a Play“ plus recorded readings by Dylan Tha- 
as and Sean O Casey. 


Theatre Burlesque Notes 


Broadway West 42nd 
St. Association and West Side Chamber of 
Comerce have protested to NYC License Con- 
missioner McCaffery that they had no mow 
ledge of hearings on a revival of burlesque 
in NY and Brooklyn. Thomas J Phillips is 
applying for a license to open a burlesque 
show at Orpheum Theatre,Brooklyne More time 
for appeals was granted interested groups 


Theatre Vaudeville Notes 


Bert Wheeler heads Palace show which al- 
so features Terry & Maes, Los Romeros, Dy Dou- 
glas, Ladd Lyon, Bve Walker,and Royal Brent. 


˖ — 
— — 


ROOM 


DEPARTMENT 


ACTRESS" OFF STAG...An actress who goes to any length to win the admiration of her public 
in the theatre should not take the risk of disappointing at other times by dfessing 
like a searecrow, Stage editorial states. Once an actress looks as camonplace as the 
girl next door she will inflict irreparable harm upon her career, She must never be 
caught off-guard,wams British trade publication. 


WILLUMS AND SBI. . „Tennessee Williams in The Cat on a Hot Tin Roof has substituted strong 
language for strength,pans Chapnan, News. Critic fears I is an act of desperation, 
not creation. Nathan, Journal American,found play interesting in the degree and to the 
extent that an auditor is willing to suspend his impulse to snicker at the play- 
wright's fieree determination to pass off his wide eyed wonder over sex for a search- 
ing gaze inte it. 


COLIMN TIP8eseClashes between mas tas ia cast and Viveoa Lindfors hot,whispers Minchel l. 
Shubert Alley betting Sonny Tufts will be in NY debut of Ankles Aweigh, despite fact 
he was fied in New Haven,hears Kilgallenes.?rozy brawl brewing among shareholders of 
Bucks County, Pa, Playhouse,reports Walker. 


DRAMA DESK HAI. . C. D. subscribers are invited to file camments on shows and other theatre 
topies in C.D. Mail Box Dept. Keep letters short. Nemes will be withold upon request, 


CRITICAL THOUGHTSs..With award season under way, Sylvester,News, sugzests negative awards 
for Elia Kasen for hokiest direction of the year and for Ben Gazsara for the corniest 
and most monotonous performance of the year,both in The Cat on a Hot Tin Boofee. 
Reason so few Ibsen plays are done now, believes Colesan,Wirror, 16 that so many of 
the things he fought for are now taken for granted...Xatharine Cornell has prebably 
done mere to keep the living theatre alive and flourishing in the hearts of Americans 
than anyone else of our generation, lauds Burr,Playbill, Star has mde 7 cross coun- 
try ‘treks since 1938, play ing in 77 cities and traveling 18,000 miles. 


PROP CTS. Variety summary of staff credits in pla 11 fer 1954-55 season reveal 
that 9 lawyers,6 auditors,17 production aides,and 10 secretaries have been listed, 
Silk Stocking list includes office mamger,seoretary,and hair stylist, while Bus 
Stop program adds advertising rep. md 


INTERVIEW HI-LITE8eeePaul Gregory,produoer of 5 For 11 deliberatley set out to spend 
more on lights than en actors in new show,he to s,World Telegram & Sun. 
$8000 for curtain of glass, $4000 portable dance floor, black stools of all sizes 
and $12,000 worth of lights is the result, 


"Pros 4 Cons by T.M.K." 


The Flowering Peach is a beautiful, heart Noisy and extra long seene changes 
warming modern on of the Noah tale dMen- are a headache Broadway ( and Off Broad 


asha Skulnik heads an almost perfect cast in way) seams unable te solve. Part ef the 
ode ta“ version which manages the difficult job reason lies in the fact that of all the 
in theatre ef being symbolic and timely,whin- jobs in the theatre, that of the stage- 
sioal and at times realistic. Only cemplaint hand is the least tive, a result 
of performance viewed several months after open— the stagehend looks upon his job as only 


ing is attitude of some audience meabers who a job. Union seourity proteet him from 
expected Skulnik to be in a low dow conedy most managenent gripes,For diverse reasons 
and laughed accordingly. he feels no responsibility for helping put 


on a good show, Loyalty to a given director 
or stage nam ger is abet the only thing 
that makes the average grip tun in a gers 
performances 
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OFF 


BROADWAY 


New Theatre, an extension of Prince- 
ton University Players, will present a bill 
of one act plays at 52 B 78 April 7-14.Pre- 
gram will include Dylan Thomas’ Adventures 
in the Skin Trade, F. scott Fitsgerald's 


T hree_Hours Between Planes and Wayne Law 
son's Past Mason, Staged by Al Morgenstern. 


Halfway to Heaven, a musieal prophesy” 
was by d Lawrence at Henry 
St. Playhouse April S-4.eeMoby Dick reading 
at Phoenix “Sideshow™ moved to April 26. 

"I Believe in Rubble" will be presented by 
Players Studie, 268 W 86 starting April 19 


eoetoday is Friday by Ernest Hemingway, WB 
Yeats 5 Woon a March and Williem Sar- 
oyen's Ping Pong Players will be presented 
by St ufs Theatre Group, Apr 15-17 224 War 
erly revived by Directors Stud- 


fon at Malin Studice, for 4 weeks with Vilma 
Kurer,Arthur Storeh,and Betty Lou Robinson, 


Pros oeniun Productions plan en extensive 
progrem,the 8 co-producers told Talbot, ANTA 
Newsletter. Currently performing Thieves Carn 
iwal at Cherry Lene, they are now engacéd In 
preparing a fall tour of colleges under Ia d- 
ional Concerts & Artists 460. They are agree- 
able to predusing on Broadway, dut have no ill- 
usions about moving their present production. 
Canpany has 15 investors, Until investment is 
paid off,producers will work without canpen- 
sation. 


People have been cheated too often by 
Off Broadway groups who went to show off their 
own acting, David Ross, directorproducer of 
4th 8t Theatre told Herridge, Post. Current 
show is Three Sisters. Boss is sure there are 
plenty of actors around me will jump at the 
oba ro of good roles after the cheap TV shows, 
Producer does not expect to operate at a prefit, 
he is just happy if he is making expenses, 


You Can Never Tell at Provincetown has 
the weakness of @ play with a cast fer oed upon 
it rather than selected for it,pans Herridge, 
Post. Exeeptiens are Jene Altman and Donald 
Shumwaye 


Downtown National opens with musical 
vuadeville revue Blackberry Kugel April 8. 
Featured are Celia Adler, mdio Aces, Valida 
Snow. Performances Fri end Sat only. 


THEATRE 
RECORD 


COMMENTS 


The Music of Noel Coward” by Frank 
Schacksfield Orch( London) reommended by 
Variety reviewer who noted if Coward used 
only acid for his prese, he must have been 
saving the schmalts for his music, 


COMMENTS 


"Billy Budd” production by ABC TV Pend 
Theatre was given a fine presentation of a 
difficult play, rated Crosby, Herald frib- 
une. TV critic believes role of Budd can’t 
be actede Pond Theatre production of “Aut 
umn Crocus" showed how dated the 1932 play 
is,Crosby panned, 


“Meet Ethel Barrymore™ NBC Radie 
"Biography in Sound” tribute to theatre 
ster was enjoyed by Bron, Variety. He billed 
it as a beautiful tribute to a grand lady 
and @ great actress,put together with skill 
and showmanship, Hever sugary,heavy or boor- 
ish, the progrem( Mar 20) was always in good 
taste, light ,witty and humorous. 
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Boston fans are viewing Ankles Aweigh 
and Champagne Comp lexee.Chicage playgoers 
oan see Dear charles, Tea and Sympathy,South 
Pacfic ani The King and I. . „Cine innat 1 folk 
ean have fun at Solid Geld Cadillace..Clew 
eland's stage-struck oan enjoy The Rimaker 
eeeDotroit theatre fans are okaying Guys and 
Dolle. „„Los Angeles playing host to The 
Caine Mutiny Court Martial..oDann Yankee 
debuted in Hew Haven, „„The Temer Trap tour 
group is in Milwaukee...Philadelphia people 
are viewing Inherit the Wind...Wshington 
D.C. ticket buyers can choose between The 
Honeys, Pajema Tops end Seven Year Itch. . 
The Fifth Season has toured to St Louis. 
Teahouse of the August Moon crew is in San 


Franeisco this week...Traveling Pajama Game 
is in Toronto. 


THEATRE 
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Bagley,producer of Shoestring Revue, 
planning Little Revue for fall. 1 
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